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INGENIOUS: 


OR, 
~ 40 Account of Books, with other curious Novelties. 





Munday, February 27. 168:. 





A Continuation of the Account of the Zodiacus Medico-Gal- 
licus, &c. of Nicolaus de Blegny. 


Aving given you, ina foregoing Memorial,*an 

Account of the choice Medico-phyfical OLferva- 

BE tions which this Author made publick in the firft 

fix Months of the firft year of his undertaking, viz. 1679. 

I fhall now give you a fhort view of what has been fet 
forth by him in the Jaft fix Months of the fame year. 

In July, he tells us of feveral Worms that iflued from a 
Wound in the Breaft fome time after it had been received. 
He gives usa new Mechanical Explication of Feavers, 
grounded on the Microfcopical Obfervations made on the 
Blood, by Mr. Hook, and Mr. Lewenhook. He gives a Re- 
lation of a Woman who had an intenfe pain in the Groin, 
on the right-fide, for four Months, no Swelling appea- 
ring outwardly ; but that at length there appeared a 
Gathering as big as a Walnut, with an Inflammation,which 
being opened atter eight days, a very little matter iffued 
from it; but the next day after fome Stones came away, 
and fo tor feveral days the one after the other; fo that ina 
while fAxty Stones ot different fizes iffued forth, fome of 
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them being as big as Filberts, of a Triangular figure, in- 
clining to a yellowifh colour: and though this Impoftume 
feem’d well and duely cleanfed, yet at certain times, the 
pain returning, it would open it felf, fome Stones {till pref- 
fing tocome forth. And he thinks that thefe Stones pro- 
ceeded from the Bladder, by critical Suppurations in that 
part; which he conceives may happen fometimes, though 
thecenformation of the Bladder feems not proper for them. 
He {peaks of a vaft Scérrbus in the umbilical Region of a 
woman with Child, caufing a ftrange change in the natural 
Site of the Vifcera. He relates as a certain truth, of a Boy 
betwixt 7 and 8 years of age, who got a virulent Gonorrhga 
by Copulation, and that a great quantity of greenifh cor- 
rupted matter ran from him for two Months, which begat 
a fort of Phimofis in his Preputium,with Excoriations in the 
paflage of the Yard,and an Inflammation of the Bladder and 
the adjacent parts, caufing a mighty pain in making water. 
He fpeaks alfo of a Boy about 7 years old, who voided by 
his Yard a hairy Worm about fix Inches long, and of a pro- 
poftionate bignefs ; the Child having had pains in his 
Kidneys for a year before, efpecially in the laft month, 
caufing fometimes Convulfions ; thofe pains not ceafing till 
the Worm was voided, which was followed by fome con- 
creted blood. 

In Auguft, he tells us of a Woman who hapned to have 
an @//cer with a little fwelling inthe great Toe; and that 
Chirurgeons having tried in vain what Art would afford to- 
wards its cure, concluded at length (asa laft Remedy) to 
cut off the Toe; judging it wouldturntoa Sphacelus of 
the part, or an incurable Cancer: But that an Old Woman 
boldly undertook this defperate Cure,and throughly effected 
it, onely by caufing the part affected to be rub’d Mornings 
and Evenings with a raw bloody piece of Weathers-fle/h, 
and afterwards burying the faid Flefh in a Garden fifty pa- 
ces from the Patients houfe: She allow’d the Woman to 
eat any meat during the cure but Swines-flefh, which fhe 
judged not fo wholelome. He gives an approved Remedy 
tor all melancholy Difeafes ; whichis this: Take, at tifne of 
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Vintage, a Veffel holding near 4 Gallons, fill it with new 
Whitewine, add toit-10.or 12 handfuls of the leaves of 
Ceterach,ofthe lefler Wormwood fix handfuls, Zamarisk rinds 
fix drachms, freth Polypody of Oak cut fix ounces, half a 
pound of the beft Sena: Let this ferment 40 days in a 
Wine-cellar ; then let the Patient takea draught of it mor- 
nings, continuing the ufe of it till he be cured, which hap- 
pens for the moft part within a months f{pace, care being 
taken to avoid things apt todifcompofe the body and mind, 
and the perfon ufing a diet breeding good blood. Hegives 
us an Account of an Hermophradite : and has a diflertation 

concerning a way of curing Wounds without fuppuration, 
onely by fowing, or otherwife clofing them up, and ufing 
fome ftiptick Water, @c. Thus when a perfon had the flefh 
of his Fore-finger bruifed and torn to the Bone, it being 
wafh’d with warm Wine, and the parts exactly clos’d toge- 
ther, and bound up with a Rag dipt in a vulnerary Water, 
the Rag being -frefh moiftned with the faid Water every 
hour, it grew perfectly wellin a Week; the pain wholly 
ceafing prefently after the firft application. Another whofe 
Face was torn by the bite ofan Ape, wasalfo perfectly cu- 

red by the ufe of the fame Water. The Receipt of this 
Water, which is both Ophrhalmick and Vulnerary, is thus : 

Take of the beft Whitewine and Rofe-water,of each a quart ; 
the Waters of Rue, Fennel, Eyebright, and Celandine, ot 
eacha pint; Crocus Metallorum, Tutty prepar’d,of each four 

ounces ; Cloves, Aloes, and Sugar-candy, of each one ounce ; 

Camphire halfan ounce:put the Liquors ina large glaf{s-vefiel, 

and then all the other Simples finely powder’d:Let the veffel 

fiand inthe fun for many days,fhaking it well now and then: 

Let the faidWater be preferved for ufe;which will keep along 

time if you let the Powders continue init. He gives us 

alfo an Oyntment which will perfectly cure the Dry Scaé, 

And {peaks of a Worm found in the Kidney of a Dog upon 

Diffection, which wasas big as a Swans-quill, and three 

quarters of an ell in length. 

In September, he gives us a new and curious 7aé/e for ex- 
plicating the feparations of the fecond and chief Concoéti- 
onof Aliments called Sanguification. He tells ofa Gir/of 11 
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years ofage, troubled with the Green-ficknefs, by reafon of 
the ftoppage of her Terms, which had held their conftant 
courfe from the time of her being three years old, Gc. 

In Odober, hetells us of a perfon, who after having ta- 
ken feveral Dofes of Mercurial Pills, for extirpating fome 
venereal Bado’s, diced; being feized with a difficulty of brea- 
thing, andaFeaver. His Body being opened, there was 
tound in the Ba/s of his Heart, a certain excrefcency as big 
as a Pidgeons-egg, befet with many others, that were lefs ; 
the furface of them all being even and fmooth ; for alfot 
them were made of the production of the proper Mem- 
brane of the Heart, having within them no carneous Fibres, 
but only a foft matter, in colour and confiftency not unlike 
a thick Lees of Wine, ftuffed with white, lucid, and metal- 
lick Corpufcles, judged by all that faw them to be parti- 
cles of Mercury. He gives a new way of fetting a difloca- 
ted Shoulder, {ar more eafie and furethanthe ways hitherto 
ufed. 

In Novemb. he {peaks of a ftrange kind of Gout in a per- 
fon 24 years of age, raifing a vaft number of Nodes in all 
the Joynts, which grew fo much by the continual Flux of 
Humours to them, efpecially in one of his Feet, that the 
Skin, being incapable of farther extenfion, began to cleave ; 
whereforea Chirurgeon making an Incifion in the faid Foot 
above and beneath, drew thence a great quantity of whi- 
tifh, thick, and earthy matter ; afterwards the humour fal- 
ling on the other parts of the Body, rais’d Pufhes all over 
of a ftony hardnefs; and fo great anumber of them in the 
Joynts, that they forced their extremities out of their na- 
tural places. He tells us of a We/l 8 Fathom in depth, 
and four in breadth, which had lain dry fome time, by rea- 
fon of fome filththrown into it; and that at length a man 
undertaking to cleanfe it, and having cleared the greateft 
part of the filth,raifed at laft a great Stone lying in the bot- 
tom; upon which the Water rife, and with ita venomous 
Vapour, which the man being not able to endure, caufed 
himfelf prefently tobe drawnup. About a Week after, a 
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his Son, a robuft fellow about 25 years of age, to fetch it 
up; who no fooner came to the bottom, but died. The 
Father letting himfelf down to fetch up his Son, died in 
like manner. A neighbouring Smitlr going down for them, 
but firft ordering perfons to draw him up when he called, 
died alfo in the enterprize, being fuffocated with the Va- 
pours before he had any fenfe of being feized. A fourth, 
making the attempt, but with the caution of adding a Lad- 
der to the Cord,no fooner fet his Foot onthe fecond Round 
of it, but fell dead on the others. At lafta very robuft 
man having Cords faftned under his Arm-pits,was let down 
by degrees; and notwithftanding he was drawn up with 
all fpeed, after half ways defcent, he was almoft dead when 
hecame a land.Afterwards many Dogs and Poultrey were let 
down, whichalldied. At length, for an experiment, a 
great Torch was let down well kindled, which when it came 
within three foot ofthe bottom, wentout. This We/ be- 
ing let ftand for fome years, was cleanfed at length, without 
doing the leaft prejudice to any. Some afcribe this fatal 
effect to Arfenical Vapours ; but it’s hard to give a reafon 
why a Torch fhould beextinguifhed by vapours impregna- 
ted withan Arfenical force. Sofar Mr. Blegny. As to thefe 
Damps in Wells or Mines, commonly imputed to poifonous Va- 
pours,l concetve them to proceed meerly from the flagnation of 
the Air,and not from any fuch venomous Vapoars or Particles 
arifing from fabterraneous fubjtances : for every Miner knows, 
that though the breath afcending froma Mine, while the due 
circulation of the Air is matutained, be as grateful to the jpi- 
rit of man as nothing more ; yet when the Air begins to Stag- 
nate ina Mine, there is fo noifom a {mel in it, that aman can 
hardly endure it, fuch as the perfon who cleanfed this Well per- 
ceived) though at the fame time there sno Mineral-earth or 
fubftance in the Mine but a man may beat it to a powder, and 
drink it with a& fafety: And I have reafon to believe,that in 
acafe of a ftrong fiagnation of the Air,an ill fiench and fuffoca- 
tion may happen, as weil froma bed of Rofes. 
In December, he tells us of a Conception in one of the 
Tubes of the Womb, and that a fafe delivery followed. 
He 
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He gives a Relation of a Boy of fix years of age, who was 
fhot in the Forehead juft betwixt the two Szvus’s witha bul- 
let, which pafs’d through all the SuZftantia Medullofa of the 
Brain,and refted inthe Occiput ; that neverthelefs the Child 
furvived the Wound 18 days, having the fame ufe of his 
reafon as before, and being as cheerful as in the beft time 
of his health ; though as often as the Wound was dreft, a 
portion of the fubftance of the Brain as big as a Nutmeg 
iffued forth. Some days before his death,a Lethargie feiz’d 
him_ though he continued in fome manner fenfible, anfwer- 
ingtoall things ask’dhim. Huis Head being opened after 
his deceafe, there was found fcarce the quantity of a fmall 
ege of the fubftanceof the Brain left. He gives an excel- 
lent Remedy for a Catarrh: And tellsus of a Man, who 
being feized with a kind of Pleurifie, had the bafilical Vein 
of his right-arm opened ; which was no fooner done, but 
the head of a fort of Worm prefented.- it felf at the Orifice, 
and ftopt the courfe of the Blood ; which head being laid 
hold on witha fit Inftrument, and the Worm drawn torth, 
it appeared of the form of a Lamprey,as big about as a wri- 
ting-quill, and about five inches in length. 





From the Journal Des Scavans, fet forth Fuly 7. 1681. 


A Planifphere made and prefented to the King by M.Cafhni. 
Its Defcription and Ofe. 


2. is nothing more facilitates the knowledge of the 

Stars, and the ufe made of itin Affronomy, Geogra- 
phy, and Navigatzon, than the Plani/phere which Mr. Cafini 
made fome time fince for his Majefty. 

This Planifphere has two faces ; one comprehends all the 
fixed Stars vifible in our Climate: The other contains the 
Theory of the Planers in the mott famous Hypothefes. 
The fggd Stars which are of Gold of different bigneffes 
proportionably to what magnitude they appear of in the 
Heavens, are orderly difpofed ina circular Plate of Silver 
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Twenty inches diameter,having for Center the North-pole, 
according to the delineation that is made of the oppofite 
Pole. 

The movable Circles of the Sphere are there marked, a- 
mongft which the Ec/iptick, which is the way the Sun goes 
by the fixt Stars in its annual motion, is divided by the 
lines, and by thedegrees, It is rais’d by a Circle of Steel 
carrying a Sun of Gold. 

The Circumference of this Plate is divided by the Months, 
and by the Days of the year,by unequal divifions, to which 
the Sun anfwers eac! day oi the year. 

It is plac’d on another Plate of filver, which is immova- 
ble and a little bigger than the former, its border being 
divided into 24 hours, of 12 into 12, and each hour is di- 
vided into 60 minutes. 

By the points of 12 and 12 h8urs, and by the Pole, paf- 
fes a Radius of fteel, which reprefents the Meridian. To 
this Radius is faftned a Circle of filver,which reprefents the 
Fforizon. The Plate of fix’d Stars turns about the Pole be- 
twixt the inferiour Plate and the Horizox, which compre- 
hends all the Stars that appear above the Earth, and diftin- 
guifhes them from thofe that are under the Earth. 

To have therefore the ftate of the Heavens on fuch a 
day of the year, and at fuch an hour and minute as a man 
pleafe, he needs but turn the upper Plate, fo that the 
day which is marked in the Circumference concurs with 
the hour and minute propofed, mark’d in the border of 
the under-Plate, and to ttop at this Scituation, being thar 
which agrees to fuch a day, fuch an hour, and fucha mi- 
nute. He may then fee what Stars rife, what go down, 
and what are in the Meridian at the inftant propos’d. 
The other ufes are explained ina fheet apart, printed by 
Stephen Michallet, who has inferted the figure of the fix’d 
Stars, in the Zradé of the Commete of Mr. Cafinis; and for 
the benefit of the publick, this P/anifphere is now made of 
Paftboard, and is to be had all mounted with its Circles of 
Silver, or of Copper. ; 

The other face of his Majefties Planifphere contains the 
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Syfteme of the World,and the Theory of the Planets, accor- 
ding to the famous Hypothefes of Prolomy, TychoBrahe,and 
Copernicus. It feems at firft fight that there is onely the 
Syfteme of Copernicus ; for the Suz is feen in the midft of 
the Circles of the other Planets which are of Steel, and 
the Zarth with the Mooz betwixt the Circles of Venus and 
Mars: But putting the hand to the Syfteme of the Cir- 
cles, the Sum is made to move, and the other Planets, about 
the Earth, which continues immovable in the center of the 
Orbs of the Moon, and of the Sua, asin the Syfteme of 
Tycho ; and there is {een the Station, Direction, and Retro- 
gradation of the Planers by the Epicycles according to the 
Syfteme of Prolomy, reduc'd to an agreement with modern 
Obfervations : fo that thefe three Sy/temes agree together 
in one onely, and differ tye one from the other but by the 
different way of confidering them. 

The Circles of the Planers are divided by the numbers 
of the days which they take up in going their Revolution ; 
and there are fixed Epocha, by the means of which a man 
may find, at any time propofed, the places of the Planets as 
they appear from the Earth. And thereis a //ver Radius, 
divided by the numbers of the Millions of Leagues which 
are betwixt the Earth, and the greateft diftance of Saturn, 
by the means of which, a man may find at each inftant the 
diftance of the Planets to the Earth. 

The fame Sy/temes will come forth mounted in Paft- 


board, as the Planifphere of the fixed Stars is already to be 
had. 





LONDON: Printed for Henry Faithorne and Fohn Kerfey, 
at the Rofe in St. Pauls Church-yard, 1682. 





